PLAYER AS AUTHOR:
DIGITAL GAMES AND AGENCY

Cindy Poremba

! R $#
' % ! #$ ! &! $#

Master of Applied Science

) (+



Name:

Degree:

Title of Project:
Examining Committee:

Chair:

APPROVAL

((

&)

+(

+(

Date Approved:




ABSTRACT



DEDICATION



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

) ) 7 ! 66 (
+(( 6 (
(+ O ¢
( +o+) +
) ( ( ( )
) 69
+) ) ( +
5' ( ) +
+ ) -+ ( )
(+ + + +
Dt >>
( -+ . " - .4 ) )
i . .
69 + +
.6

) (



%

%

%

%

$8"

$#

TABLE OF CONTENTS

vi



Vi

&)

EF
23
4*

45



LIST OF FIGURES

27

47 '

57

"3 9 6
X0 )
% ;(
) +
9 +

viii

02

EF



7T +))
7))
17 ')

LIST OF TABLES

) 9 4

2H

F2



GLOSSARY

7 + <+ >-(5 ) +
7% 5' > + <
( )
( 7 23 ) 5 (
. . + + B+
+.) J)) ) H
RN 7 -+ B
+ +.) + HE9H
C( +.) +, " |
+
[ e (G € o
b« ) ;- t(( v ((
& 7 ) ) ( + o+
( 6 +)
6 7¢ 5 ? + )
+) v ) ( + 9
) (+ ( ) ) ) K' D
L
6 7 ) 9 : (5 +(
+ .6 ' ' <(
( 9 + ) ) (+
5 ( 0 ' ) 9. .6 +
$M .6 ) ) )
< ) K' D L
/ 7 7 0 c ( L)
) o+ ) ) (5
+ (. ) 9 ) %75 (
5 ( 6 5 ) y ) 5 (( 5
5 (( + ) ) J)) )
To
(1@ @, @
°s B+ - y L - & - ) (. (7 L(




Xi

7 (9<
. ) +.
+ + . o+ , t
L '
4( ) + 9 +
- < 9 (
B+ ' * - )
+ $ & )
, &)
(+
+l
)
-+, . <
+- H;
(' ((



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

97 Yot

& 87#

&t T# ")

11 +(7 + 9 $ & )

11+ (7 + ! . &)
#8+7 ' ) $

D+ 7 ) %

Xii



INTRODUCTION

) #+. + 1 K + NL
( !« +. .6 5 C
.- < #+ + 15 6 *
(v (. 9 < -7
( 5 ' ( ( ) # Aot <
(( 6 ( ) 5 5
) "5 # +. + 5
+ ( ( 65 # +. +
reconstruct

<+ > ) )
@ .+ + ( ( + )
) ( = 5
+ + @ 5
<) ( +
+ " ) )
( ( 9. )
< ' A



9



<(

. )



REMAKING EACH OTHER’S DREAMS?®

, ) ? o+ (. - - ' )
- ( -t ) () ( +, <
( C - 5 -t
' ' A ( -5 + )
6 ) (" ( 5 +
< ( -+ 5
5 + ) ) <(

) - 1)

& - (+ * + 9 6 :5 '3 9 6 ( ()
9
) + ) <)
C (5 .) + ' <
+ <) , A)
<( ! + (
) @
( 9 ( A <
2 5 ) D) + K o+ (! L: +



) (

4
5
+
N
)
)
?.
+.
<
4
<
+ +
K+' 9
)
<)
A+)
4
(7



) ) #+. + 5 B+
+ A+ 7 + ) )
+ HO o+ B+ + ] F :
+ ( ) ( ) <+
( 9 +
+ , o+ (
( . )
+ ()
=) +
+ ! ) + =# +. +
+ )) ' < K
< 7 ) +
5 6: " - 2HE92HF; 5 5'
+! O ( . -5 .
); 5 5 ) 6 ) ( +)
+ 5 6
. + ( +
( -+
B+ * . 7K
# o+, + A +<
( ) o
)
K) + ! (L )
) 5 ) +
5 6 ' +(( + N
+ + ( B+ 5 ,
) +) # ) + B+
( -+ +
+ ) ( C ) 5
+ ) + ) 6 ")
+ 5 6 + '
( -+ B o=+

+1



) 5 6 &)
g\ c" ,
' 5
o ((
++ (. 5t (0 (
L: oo ,; ' 5
o+ ( .
E ) +
) ( $ +-)
+ 5
5 6 '
) )+ .5
D.+ + )
- +. + )
+ " (
+, 5 + +, )
: SO+
+ + + . )
) ( (
+ + +) ( +
- +((
) ))y+ o >K
) , 5 = K5
: '5 + ) 5
.6 5 .o+
K) + " (L
+
)) .
. C -J)) ) C
>
- (
+ )
6, + +, o+
)) ) (+

5



( ) 5
5 ( 5 M A- )
+ B ¢ M 2; )
) 5 ) ( ) (
, B+ 7 ) + v +
) : ( C )+
+ ) ) ( ( )
&" L+ &0 ) .+
K 10 I G
( C G +) (
< + 5 )
D F2; ¢ + ( 9 o
A B+ + 5 ( -+ +) (
() .+ B+ 5
( 5 )
ot ) ) ) '
() > - ) + . Lo
K) (L  ( ( -+ 5,
o . y ) 5 .o+
: ) ( . J)) A ( ) K’
) ( + ) 5
' 5 L: -J)) ) '
=) ) - "
) <( - ) ( +
5’ A 6 <( 5 +) , )










) +) + K <( + 5 L: FG 5 +
5 ) (. ( +
( A < + ) - +) + +
< +) <( M A ( 5 9
( ) ) + S+t ) 7 )
5 't - 5 o+ . . o 55
) ( 1EO; ! ) )
) < (O ) ) )
) ) + " ( ) #
+ 9 5 ( ( K
5 + B+ 5 (0] IL: K) + (L
+( ( ) )+ ) 5
) ) ( M EG )
) ) )t
- (
( 5 o) ( - ) (
55 5 + ) - &+ K 5 6 )
) 6 ) ) ( - ) (+ )
+ - ) 5 L: 12; ) 5
) + + ' ) 5 +. +
5 ) ) ) -&+ C + C
+) + )
A+ ) DL K .6 , >IC# . 3- )
S(( -CM ? K + ) + ) 9
S )) ot + ( + o+ )
( L 8J)) ) K ) Q + o+
+) ( 5 6L:." 21 )
?* ) ( + + -5 < ++ 5 67
5 6 ) L+t ) 5
K) L + ) 5 ' + : 02F
5 ) + ( 5
( -+ +) J3)) ) ( 5

11



12

) F N:) !QI 1) ) +-
+ ( ( ) 6 L:." 20, ' + (5
( o -+ ) +( ()
' ' (( + 5 5 "

9 K (+ < 9 .
+.+ 5 . +) @'
o 4+ ) -) 6 ) - 5

IL:K .6 > L -) 6 D' * 6 ) ;
- . + K , (0 -+ L 5 6 -
) C ) o+ < ' -
' ) ( (G + )
'K) ' (L +. ) +
5 - ( . ) ) 5 6
) (
&" (+ ( (¢8) ( ! ) #. 0+ + '
5 - . . ) 7"
( 51 = +. + )
<) + .+ <)
) ) +
5- .+ 4+ 5 <( . (
5' 5 5 ' ( . ))+ U0 )
J)) ) () ( K) ( L - (
KD L+ , 9 ) . ) S : J)) ) ' 20CM :
S : +6 +6 G



13
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METHODOLOGY

Games and Rhetoric
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Rhetorical Artifacts

RHETORICAL ANALYSIS
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THE RHETORIC OF PLAYER AUTHORSHIP

Agency as Rhetorical Vision
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The Player-Author
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The Relationship between Games and their Authors
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Player-Authors and the Definition of the Game
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APPENDIX A

Data Points for Rhetorical Analysis
Collective Detective
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APPENDIX B

Fantasy Themes of Secondary Authors
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